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Benefits of Having Startups in Spain

International Incubators & Accelerators Large amount of coworking spaces

Attracts Talent Competitive economy
Source: ACCIO CATALONIA TRADE & INVESTMENT

Mobile World Capital Barcelona ‘Startup Ecosystem Overview 2018’
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Increase in investmentProfessional Developers

Source: Mobile World Capital Barcelona 
‘Startup Ecosystem Overview 2018’
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Other...

● Mobile World Congress and other leading technology International 

Trade Fairs 

● A proven success model 

● First class business schools 

● Quality of life

● Access to business angels and venture capital

● Excellent infrastructures in a strategic location

● And more...
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Source: Mobile World Capital Barcelona 
‘Startup Ecosystem Overview 2018’
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Source: Mobile World Capital Barcelona 
‘Startup Ecosystem Overview 2018’
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Source : Icex Report
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• Compared to most of 

the world's ecosystems, 

Barcelona is more 

connected 

• The startup ecosystem 

in Catalonia is valued at 

$ 6.400M * 

• Its main values: global 

connectivity, reduced 

talent loss and 

experience in startups.

Source: itbusiness.ca October 2017) 

Startups in Barcelona, ​​low loss of talent and high connections 

with startups from other systems. Good indicators for a future 

destination in open innovation.
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• H2020: € 800 million, 27% for 

SMEs. Leader in Proof of Concept 

(7.5% of awarded, with 1.5% of 

European researchers). 

• Financial Times: Catalonia, the 

best region in Southern Europe for 

future investments. 

• Solid industrial base and powerful 

ICT sector: key elements that 

make it an engine of industry 4.0.

Source: itbusiness.ca October 2017) 

Catalonia is one of the main poles for raising funds in the 

"Instruments for SMEs" of the European Innovation Council (EIC).
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• Regional Innovation Scoreboard 

2017:

• Catalonia appears as a moderate 

innovator. 

• Below the majority of European 

regions with which it could be 

compared.

• Despite the fact that scientific 

excellence is among the 

European leaders.

Source: itbusiness.ca October 2017) 

Catalunya is a moderate innovator. There is a great 

opportunity  for improvement and the role of the university is 

key.
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Start-up Hubs (BARCELONA)

Incubators, Accelerators and Venture Builders

19



Transfer Office of Research Results
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A small part comes from

research (14%)
PUSH

INNOVATION IS A VERY WIDE WORLD
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PULL

PUSH
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• The OTRIs are part of the interface entities or 

interrelation structures (EDI) within the Science and 

Technology System or Innovation System of a territory.

• EDIs are intermediaries in the science-technology-

enterprise system , and their mission is to dynamize the 

relationships between the agents of the system.

• The OTRIs, attached to universities and public 

research centers, have as mission to promote and 

stimulate cooperation between research groups and the 

productive sector, as well as 

the valorisation and transfer of technology and research 

results to the productive environment and to society in 

its set (third mission of the university).

70 

Universities

48 public 

and

22 private

https://es.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Entidades_de_interfaz&action=edit&redlink=1
https://es.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sistema_de_Innovaci%C3%B3n&action=edit&redlink=1
https://es.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sistema_de_Innovaci%C3%B3n&action=edit&redlink=1
https://es.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ciencia-tecnolog%C3%ADa-empresa&action=edit&redlink=1
https://es.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Valorizaci%C3%B3n&action=edit&redlink=1
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transferencia_de_tecnolog%C3%ADa
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Facilitate collaboration between researchers and companies, identifying 

the most appropriate experts to meet their needs.

Promote the catalog of available research results to be transferred to 

society.

Support the establishment of contracts and other forms of collaboration 

between the university or OPI and the company.

Help find public funding sources for collaborative activities between university or 

OPI groups and other entities.

Manage patents and other forms of R & D protection.

Assist in activities aimed at the creation of companies based on the 

exploitation of knowledge generated in the university or OPI.
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Tech Transfer offices

23

The OTRIs are the agents of the university ecosystem that are called to grow 

more and to be more relevant in the coming years and its universities lead the creation 

of spin-offs (more than 70% of those created by the public research system). 

The European experts and the DG Research of the EC see the future of Europe in the 

field of open innovation, together with open science. It is necessary to reduce the gap 

between the global position in research and in innovation (more than 10 positions 

of difference.

Source:ACCIO
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Tech Transfer offices
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Challenges and actions

• Promotion of the role of the OTRIs. Between 2011 and 

2016 the public universities of   Catalonia created 71 spin-

offs.

• Catalan universities receive 23.4% of the resources 

generated through patent licenses 

• - iCERCA has created the Gínjol patent fund (€ 317K): 30 

proposals from 18 centers.

• The CERCA add 91M € of services to third parties.
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OTRIs PROGRAMS

• Projects for the preparation of the portfolio of products and 

services susceptible to be valued. 

• Technology maturation projects. 

• Patentability studies. 

• Patent license and / or technology exploitation plan.

• Market studies and activities to know the potential of a 

technology.

• Business plan, technology marketing plan and activities to 

validate the business model. 

• Support in the preparation of the financial structure and in the 

search for investors and partners (EBT). 

• Other actions: training, dissemination, etc.
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Startup Events in Spain
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● South Summit
○ October 3-5 2018

○ Leading Innovation Global Platform 

which connects top innovators to 

the world ś most powerful investors, 

and corporations.

● 4 Years From Now (4FN)
○ Barcelona 25-27 February 2019

○ Innovation platform for MWC, 

enabling startups, investors, 

corporations and public institutions 

to discover, create and launch new 

ventures together.
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